Through knowledge translation and interdisciplinary collaboration among public health professionals, economists, other social scientists, policy makers and practitioners, innovative multisectoral interventions can be developed that take theory to practice. They can also engage the expertise and resources of diverse sectors. In Canada, for example, PHAC's Multisectoral Partnerships to Promote Healthy Living and Prevent Chronic Disease 4 are exploring partnership arrangements and funding models to advance innovative solutions.
At the global level, multilateral organizations, including the World Bank, 5 the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development 6 , the World Health Organization (WHO) and the United Nations Development Programme 7 , are contributing to the integration of economic analysis and evidence for NCDs. In the Americas, PHAC has been working with the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) to scout a path to integrate economics into NCD efforts and facilitate research collaborations. This work, through the WHO Collaborating Centre on NCD Policy at PHAC, began with collaboration on the 2005 WHO publication "Chronic Disease: A Vital Investment". It continues with participation in PAHO's series of workshops on the economics of NCDs and this special supplement. I am pleased that PHAC and other Canadian academic economists have contributed.
This special supplement is an important milestone in advancing the integration of economics into efforts to address NCDs in the Americas. I look forward to continuing collaboration across the Americas to deepen the analysis and increase the uptake of economics on NCDs questions resulting in better public policy and healthier populations.
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